
 

Resolution No. 20-2023 1 March 22, 2023 

BEFORE THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MORAGA 
 
 
In the Matter of: 
 

  

Ratifying Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
Ordinance 23-01, Adopting the 2022 
Edition of the California Fire Code and the 
2021 Edition of the International Fire 
Code by Reference with Certain 
Modifications to those Codes to Reflect 
Local Conditions and Adopting Findings 
of Fact to Support Modifications with 
Associated Findings (CEQA Status: 
Categorically Exempt) 
_________________________________ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 
 

Resolution No. 20 - 2023 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Moraga lies within the geographical boundaries of the 

Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD); and 
 

WHEREAS, MOFD has responsibility for fire protection within said geographical 
boundaries; and 
 

WHEREAS, on January 1, 2023, the 2022 California Fire Code (California Code 
of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9) (the “Fire Code”) went into effect; and 
 

WHEREAS, the local amendments are the product of a yearlong effort carried out 
by all of the Fire Marshals in Contra Costa County meeting as part of the Contra Costa 
County Fire Chiefs Association Fire Prevention Officers Committee. The Fire Marshal 
working group worked to create a consensus on amendments to adequately project each 
community and create a standardized template for a county wide fire code. Both Contra 
Costa County Fire Protection District and San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District have 
adopted the 2022 California Fire Code and their local amendments based on this work; 
and 

  
WHEREAS, MOFD staff consulted with Town staff, and Orinda City staff and to 

solicit feedback and refine the proposed code changes; and 
 

WHEREAS, the MOFD Board of Directors on January 18, 2023, held a public 
hearing, adopted the findings, and introduced and passed for the first reading of MOFD 
Ordinance 23-01 adopting local amendments to the 2022 California Fire Code and 2021 
International Fire Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the MOFD Board of Directors did on February 15, 2023, adopt 
Ordinance 23-01, adopting the 2022 California Fire Code, with certain amendments to 
reflect local conditions, and by reference the 2021 International Fire Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, MOFD transmitted Ordinance 23-01 to the Town for consideration 
and ratification on February 17, 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon ratification by the Town of Moraga, MOFD Ordinance 23-01 

would repeal and replace the existing MOFD ordinance 20-01; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amendments in MOFD’s Ordinance 23-01 are modifications to 

building standards relating to fire and public safety adopted by the State Fire Marshal and 
contained in the California Building Standards Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 13869.7(c) of the California Health and Safety 
Code, such Ordinances containing such modifications are not effective within the 
jurisdictional boundaries of the Town of Moraga until ratified by the Town Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, said amendments are necessary because of the climatic, geologic, 
and topographical conditions within the district boundaries as stipulated in the Findings 
of Fact stated in MOFD Resolution 23-04 for adoption of the MOFD Fire Code.  

 
RECITALS 

1. The recitals above are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference. The 
recitals constitute findings in this matter, and together with the Project Information, serve 
as an adequate and appropriate evidentiary basis for the findings and actions set forth in 
this Resolution. 
 
CEQA 
1. Adoption of this Resolution ratifying MOFD Ordinance 20-01 is exempt from the 

California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), in that the adoption of State codes 
and the local amendments herein described do not have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment, pursuant to Sections 15061(b) (3) and 15378(b) 
(5) of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California Code of 
Regulations). 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council does ratify MOFD 
Ordinance 23-01, to be effective in the Town of Moraga, which shall repeal and replace 

the existing MOFD Ordinance 20-01; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Moraga does 

hereby adopt MOFD’s Findings of Fact (MOFD Resolution 23-04), attached hereto as 
EXHIBIT A, supporting the modifications to the Fire Code in MOFD Ordinance 23-01 as 
reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Moraga at a regular 
meeting held on March 22, 2023, by the following vote: 
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AYES:  Mayor Sos, Vice Mayor Onoda, Councilmember Woehleke  
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Councilmembers Hillis and Shapiro   
 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

 Renata M. Sos, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________ 

Yashin Abbas, Interim Town Clerk 














