
 

 

 
Communications Received from Public 

As of May 12, 2021 at 12:00 PM 

# Date Name 
1 5/6/2021 Dennis Wanken 
2 5/6/2021 Stanley Roth 
3 5/6/2021 Cristy Clarke 
4 5/6/2021 Tom and Lynn Trowbridge 
5 5/6/2021 Betsy & Dana Ream 
6 5/6/2021 Barbara Chaconas 
7 5/6/2021 paulk 
8 5/6/2021 Carol Wilson 
9 5/6/2021 David W Anderson 
10 5/6/2021 Caroline Wood  
11 5/6/2021 Laszlo G. Bonnyay 
12 5/7/2021 David Seldon 
13 5/7/2021 Wendy Bunch 
14 5/7/2021 Sue Severson 
15 5/7/2021 Don Moresi  
16 5/7/2021 Sally Whittaker 
17 5/7/2021 Colleen Lund  
18 5/7/2021 Ralph Davisson 
19 5/7/2021 Sean Sabarese 
20 5/7/2021 Dustie Robeson 
21 5/7/2021 Patsy and Michael DInstell 
22 5/7/2021 Patrick Wong 
23 5/7/2021 james bonnar 
24 5/7/2021 Michael Hofmayer and Ann Tipton 
25 5/7/2021 Ronald W. Phelon 
26 5/8/2021 Ken Light 
27 5/8/2021 Melanie Light 
28 5/8/2021 Brent Meyers 
29 5/8/2021 Greg Andrews 
30 5/8/2021 Robin Merritt 
31 5/8/2021 Carolyn Lee 
32 5/8/2021 Patricia Wong 
33 5/8/2021 Garen Ingleby 
34 5/8/2021 Jorge Escobar 
35 5/8/2021 Maggie Boscoe 
36 5/8/2021 Yael and Dan Altschuler Malek 
37 5/8/2021 Mike Cox 
38 5/8/2021 Judy Sherwood 
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39 5/8/2021 Tom and Cynthia Czerner 
40 5/8/2021 SMARTMoraga Community   
41 5/8/2021 Robert Scheive & Irene Yee 
42 5/8/2021 Joseph and Alicia Heil 
43 5/8/2021 Joan Roebuck 
44 5/8/2021 Mary Beth Read 
45 5/8/2021 Stephen S. Arnon 
46 5/8/2021 Kathleen Robertson 
47 5/9/2021 Kristina E. Whitney 
48 5/9/2021 Greg Read  
49 5/9/2021 Bruce Cohen and Sharon Krause 
50 5/9/2021 Jim Roethe 
51 5/9/2021 Affi Ansari  
52 5/9/2021 Greg Hoff 
53 5/9/2021 Elle Hoffnagel 
54 5/9/2021 Adam Kremen 
55 5/9/2021 Ann Griffith 
56 5/9/2021 Robert and Cheri Etheredge 
57 5/9/2021 Carol Bergren 
58 5/9/2021 Michael Metcalf 
59 5/9/2021 Cynthia Brian 
60 5/10/2021 Gail Walden 
61 5/10/2021 Sharon Abdilla & Michael Franks 
62 5/10/2021 Howard Weiser 
63 5/10/2021 Mark and Denise Spindler 
64 5/10/2021 Sally and Rod Lubben 
65 5/10/2021 Rich Dudley 
66 5/10/2021 Sandra Breber 
67 5/10/2021 Hana B. Moran 
68 5/10/2021 Ms Gim Crew 
69 5/10/2021 Ann Marie 
70 5/10/2021 Lucille and Sal  Zammitti  
71 5/10/2021 Joan Webb 
72 5/10/2021 Cheri Etheredge 
73 5/10/2021 Jay M. Steuer 
74 5/10/2021 Carol Brophy 
75 5/10/2021 Eileen and Paul Unruh 
76 5/10/2021 Teresa Long 
77 5/10/2021 Ellen Dale 
78 5/10/2021 Brian and Heather Myers 
79 5/10/2021 Doreen Rau 
80 5/10/2021 Carri Maas 
81 5/10/2021 Laura Lee 
82 5/10/2021 Kersti & William Peter 
83 5/10/2021 Claudia Winter 
84 5/10/2021 Muffin Hyche 
85 5/10/2021 Pete and Pat Williams 



86 5/10/2021 Susan Haas 
87 5/10/2021 Bernard Larner 
88 5/10/2021 Anne Chambers and Ed McAlpine  
89 5/10/2021 Dave Morse 
90 5/10/2021 Gerald Meyers 
91 5/10/2021 Dr. Brian and Cynthia Sheaff 
92 5/10/2021 Amy Smith and Frank Mewborn 
93 5/10/2021 Chris Laszcz-Davis 
94 5/10/2021 Kate Bullis-Trani 
95 5/10/2021 Anthony Trani 
96 5/10/2021 Charlie Coane 
97 5/10/2021 Leslee Larner 
98 5/11/2021 David Volk 
99 5/11/2021 Yuriy and Yulia Goldshtrakh 
100 5/11/2021 Russell Barretta 
101 5/11/2021 Sanders Ranch HOA 
102 5/11/2021 Andy Amstutz 
103 5/11/2021 Carole Amstutz 
104 5/11/2021 Eugene L Gottfried 
105 5/11/2021 Marianne McKay 
106 5/11/2021 David Zeimer 
107 5/11/2021 Roberto and Maria Alvarez 
108 5/11/2021 Terry J. Murphy 
109 5/11/2021 Pearl Toy  
110 5/11/2021 Mark Colby Davidson & Linda Z Davidson 
111 5/11/2021 Arlene Lyne 
112 5/11/2021 Donna Sumner 
113 5/11/2021 Noel Gillespie 
114 5/11/2021 Elizabeth and Norayr Kalpakjian 
115 5/12/2021 Mardi Potts 
116 5/12/2021 John & Jane Kotowski 
117 5/12/2021 Larry & Barbara Briggs 
118 5/12/2021 Susan and Nigel Forman 
119 5/12/2021 Linda and Clark Vilas 
120 5/12/2021 Michael Brown 
121 5/12/2021 Peter Dinkelspiel 
122 5/12/2021 Bruce Macler 
123 5/12/2021 Jonathan Meyers 
124 5/12/2021 Amanda Sherwood 
125 5/12/2021 Charles Porges 
126 5/12/2021 Dan Hagan 
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From: cristy
To: Info
Subject: Dissolution of MOFD
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 1:36:52 PM

As a 35 year resident of Orinda, I very strongly disagree with dissolving MOFD and using the county
fire services.  With our fire danger increasing with each passing year, it’s more important than ever
to maintain local control.  Please reject this idea.
Thanks,
Cristy Clarke

Orinda
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From: Tom Trowbridge
To: Info
Subject: Potential Dissolution of MOFD
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 2:07:09 PM

To the Directors of MOFD,

The dissolution of MOFD would be a disaster for the residents of Moraga and
Orinda.  We urge you to vote no for the proposal about to come before you on
May 19. The reasons the citizens of Moraga and Orinda voted for the
establishment of this fire district are even more valid today with the
heightened risk of wildfires our communities now face.

Tom and Lynn Trowbridge
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From: paulk
To: Info
Subject: The idiocy of this union hacks attempt to dissolve the MOFD
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 4:05:05 PM

Our fire departments are just fine thank you!  I am predisposed to use a lot of profanity right now
but I will refrain.  Moraga was doing OK prior to the merger with Orinda , a merger which drained off
some reserves that Moraga had amassed through increased  taxes of it’s residents. Tell the union
thug to tax other cities in Contra Costa County if they need funding. Our city has worked hard to
create what we have and it works.
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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equipment and services during the years preceding MOFD’s creation.

The necessity or desire to explore a possible dissolution and merger defies all logic: MOFD is 
financially, operationally, and service-level superior to Confire and has been for years. 

Further, it strikes us as a wholesale violation of fiduciary responsibility and duty of loyalty for a MOFD 
Director to initiate such a process, when that Director's fundamental responsibility is to be a steward of 
MOFD and preserve & enhance its founding principles of local control and high service levels.

We suggest readers let the MOFD Board and their local town/city councils know how they feel 
about this nascent violation of good governance and public trust. Strongly.

How did you all not see this coming? Just when I thought Moraga had finally found new footing, we 
seem to have fallen back into dumb behavior. I apologize for the lack of finesse but I am exhausted by 
Moraga’s leadership continuing failures to serve the community. Think: Canyon Road Bridge, Rheem 
Theater, and many road failures.

Caroline
Caroline Wood9
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From: Laszlo G. Bonnyay
To: Info
Subject: I oppose the dissolution of the MOFD
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 4:53:53 PM

Laszlo G. Bonnyay

Moraga, CA 94556
Phone: 
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-- 
Enjoy a great day,

Sue Severson

, Orinda, CA 94563
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From: Info
To: Info
Subject: Feedback for Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 6:37:48 PM

You have received this feedback from Don Moresi  for the following
page: 

https://www.mofd.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/126/112

As a retired veteran firefighter from Con Fire, I can assure you that giving up our invaluable
local control of our great MOFD would be a HUGE MISTAKE!!!!!!!!!!! Con Fire does a good
job of Fire/rescue/medical issues, BUT it is totally subject to the whims & budget constraints
of the county board of supes. They do not give a DAMN about our special needs & would
close stations & reduce manpower as needed to balance the county budget!!!! We NEED to
maintain local control of our specific safety & fire issues that our MOFD provides to our
citizens. This year is probably going to be a critical fire year yet again due to our ongoing
drought & many dead trees & brush that have NOT been addressed by Orinda City, EBMUD,
& PG&E!! It makes NO sense to drop our local control. Who is behind this attempt to rob our
citizens of local control???????????????????? Respectfully submitted, Don Moresi 
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Begin forwarded message:

From: Jim Landau <jimlandau@…….…>

Subject: Fwd: MOFD Proposal to merge with ConFire Bad Idea
Date: May 6, 2021 at 16:28:51 CDT
To: David Anderson < t>

Please forward to your local contact list. 

Jim and Linda

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Sue Severson >
Date: May 6, 2021 at 1:12:58 PM PDT
To: Ralph Severson <r >
Subject: MOFD Proposal to merge with ConFire Bad Idea

Dissolving MOFD and Merging into the County
Fire District Proposal

At the request of MOFD Director Baitx, the MOFD Board
on May 19th at 7 pm zoom meeting will discuss the
process for dissolving our local district and merging
Moraga and Orinda into the County district. Email
comments to info@mofd.org

MERGING MOFD INTO THE COUNTY FIRE
DEPARTMENT IS BAD FOR MORAGA AND ORINDA

CITIZENS
1.     The Moraga Orinda Fire District (MOFD) is one
of the highest performing, top-ranked, efficient,
effective and innovative fire districts in the State
of California. This community cares deeply about
its locally-controlled fire district.   
2.     Our fire district was established in 1997 to
provide high quality paramedic and fire protection
services to Orinda and Moraga that are tailored to
local needs and that surpass the services provided
elsewhere in the County.
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3.     Should our fire district dissolve and merge, the
citizens of Orinda and Moraga will lose the
following:

a.     Improved critical response times for
paramedic and fire suppression services
that are provided by our district;
b.     Local control over decisions about fire-
fighting and paramedic service priorities
and programs (for example, fire breaks,
neighborhood chipping, and Firewise);
c.      The locally-elected, locally-focused
MOFD Board, which would be replaced by
the County Board of Supervisors that looks
out for the County as a whole;
d.     The deep understanding that our local
district has about fire and evacuation risk
posed by our terrain, network of narrow
roads, vegetation, and abundant open
space;
e.     The local control over all tax dollars that
currently fund our fire district; 
f.       Extensive volunteer and community
efforts (such as Firewise Councils, CERT,
Rescue 1 Foundation) that support our local
fire district; and
g.     Innovative and proactive approaches to
fire protection, paramedic services, and
emergency evacuation preparedness.

4.     Much of our area has been designated by the
State of California as a high fire hazard severity
zone.  It is therefore imperative that our
community not lose its high-performing, nimble,
well-funded, innovative, efficient, and locally-
controlled fire district.
5.     The public portion of the May 19th MOFD
Board meeting (held using Zoom links available
at www.mofd.org) where this will be discussed is
scheduled for 7:00 pm.  Public comment at the
meeting, or in advance via e-mail
to info@mofd.org, is welcome and
encouraged. Let your friends and neighbors
know about this important issue.

https://www.smartmoraga.com/single-post/union-
backed-mofd-director-has-moraga-orinda-fire-exploring-
complete-dissolution
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-- 
Enjoy a great day,

Sue Severson

, Orinda, CA 94563
925-
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From: rphelon
To: Info
Subject: Proposal to merge with ConFire
Date: Friday, May 7, 2021 8:00:08 PM

We voted to create MOFD in the 1990's due to the poor service from the county fire
department.  Let's not go back to that!

No, we should not merge with ConFire.

Ronald W. Phelon
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From:
To: Info
Subject: merger
Date: Saturday, May 8, 2021 1:33:33 PM

I oppose the merger of the MOFD with the county.   I am a member of the fire wise community and
we have worked too hard of our fire protection to lose control of our money and our plans.  This is a
terrible idea.
Maggie Boscoe
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From: da@
To: Info; Baitx, Gregory; mmjjex@gmail.com; stevedformofd@gmail.com; mdonnermofd@gmail.com;

Craig.Jorgens@gmail.com
Subject: Against the MOFD Dissolution
Date: Saturday, May 8, 2021 2:30:42 PM

To the MOFD Board,

CC Director Gregory Baitx, Director John Jex, Director Steven Danzinger, Director Michael Donner, and Director
Craig Jorgens.

 We are proud residents of Orinda and love everything about living here with the exception of the dangers from
potential fires.

 For us, the MOFD means that well funded, experienced and local experts are prepared to protect us. We believe are
taxes are allocated efficiently towards our benefit.

 We are firmly opposed to dissolving the MOFD and transferring their management and funding to outside control.

 Professionals with local knowledge, sensibilities and nuances are better positioned to protect our family and
property and respectfully request you disregard this proposed change as presented.

 Things can always be improved on and appreciate the efforts to do so. We are in favor of greater cooperation
between response teams and would recommend finding ways to leverage the knowledge and resources of others
without turning over local control.

   Your truly,

   Yael and Dan Altschuler Malek
   
   Orinda, CA 94563

This email and any attachments may contain private, confidential and privileged material for the sole use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately delete this email and any attachments.
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From: mike@t
To: Info
Subject: MOVE TO COUNTY
Date: Saturday, May 8, 2021 3:48:18 PM

We moved to Moraga in 1986; in 1994 I incurred not only one (1) but two(2) internal bleeds
whereby the MOFD hustled me from home to Alta Bates for treatment.  In essence your team
“saved” my life.  So much, that currently my wife and I are updating our family trust and have
instructed our attorney to generously donate $5,000 to the MOFD upon my demise.  You can bet
your bottom dollar that if MOFD is dissolved and operated under the County control, my donation
WILL be withdrawn.  This basically assumes that ambulance service is withdrawn from local control.
 
Now Retired…..

Happy Trails……Mike Cox
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From: mmetcalf9
To: Info
Subject: Comment on Proposal to Dissolve MOFD and Merge with ConFire
Date: Sunday, May 9, 2021 8:15:12 PM

Gentlemen:-- Attached is my comment on the proposal to dissolve MOFD and merge the agency
with ConFire. Please ensure that my comment reaches every member of the governing board prior
to their upcoming discussion on this issue. Many thanks.
 
Michael Metcalf
Former Moraga Town Council, 2005-12
Mayor 2007, 2010, 2012
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From: esunruh
To: Info
Subject: MOFD Proposal to merge with Contra Costa Fire Department-OPPOSED
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 1:26:34 PM

Dear MOFA Board,
 
I am writing to oppose any merger between Moraga Orinda Fire Department and the Contra Costa

County Fire Department.  I understand this item in on the agenda for the May 19th MOFA Board
Meeting and at that time I would encourage any further discussion or considerations of this merger
to be fully rejected at that meeting.
 
We currently have an outstanding Chief and Fire Department that does more for our community
than we would ever receive if we were to consolidate our services with the county.
 
Best Regards,
Eileen and Paul Unruh

Orinda, CA
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From: petepatwms
To: Info
Cc: nanapatw
Subject: MOFD merger with county
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 4:10:43 PM

No amount of dollar savings would be worth the lives lost if our paramedic service was reduced.  They
save lives and even help seniors stay in their homes because we know if we fall and can't get up the
paramedics will come by and help us get up and check us out.  I once read that a large percentage of
your calls were for paramedics so you are used a lot.  As senior citizens who are over 80 years old we
feel secure knowing you can get here quickly if we ever need you.  Please do not reduce our service.
Pete and Pat Williams, , Orinda

85

9.2A



9.2A



9.2A



9.2A



9.2A



From: meyersgconsulting
To: Info
Subject: Proposed MOFD dissolution
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 6:04:01 PM

As a resident of Moraga since 1974, I am writing to indicate my opposition to the potential
dissolution of the MOFD. This is especially disturbing since the effort appears to be spearheaded by a
biased union representative. The service Moraga residents have received to date from MOFD has
been exemplary and an excellent example of how a shared service by neighboring communities with
common needs and interests can be provided in an efficient and cost effective manner. I urge you to
reconsider and withdraw the proposal.
 
Gerald Meyers

Moraga, CA 94556
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Charlie Coane
To: bernard larner; Info
Subject: Re: comment on proposed dissolution of MOFD
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 9:23:21 PM

Agreed. Is this good for the Union and bad for all residents of Orinda/Moraga? You have to be
kidding. 

Charlie Coane

From: bernard larner <
Sent: Monday, May 10, 2021 4:45 PM
To: info@mofd.org <info@mofd.org>
Subject: comment on proposed dissolution of MOFD
 
Dear sirs, 
As a 41 year resident of Orinda, I recall the poor service and lack of local input we
had before forming MOFD.  We now have superior service.
I see no reason at all to revert to the prior situation.  The fact that this is proposed by
two of the MOFD directorrs who have direct ties to firefighters union is a blatant
conflict of interest.
At the very least they should recuse from this vote.
bernard larner

 orinda
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SANDERS RANCH HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

2 SANDERS RANCH RD, MORAGA CA 94556 
315 DIABLO ROAD, SUITE 221, DANVILLE CA 94526 

 

May 11, 2021 

Board of Directors 

Moraga-Orinda Fire District 

1280 Moraga Way 

Moraga CA 94556 

Re: OPPOSITION TO STUDY OF MOFD/CONFIRE MERGER 

Dear President Jorgens and Members of the Board: 

We understand that an agenda item and associated discussion of financial forecasts and process 

overview for a potential MOFD/Confire merger will occur at your May 19 Board meeting. 

As you may be aware, Sanders Ranch HOA is the second-largest HOA in Moraga consisting of 273 single 

family detached homes and 21 HOA-owned parcels. Beyond its excellent, customary firefighting and 

ambulance services, our HOA has benefitted repeatedly from the Chief’s and Fire Marshal’s customized 

presentations and best-practice advice to make our community as fire safe as possible. In addition, we 

have benefited from MOFD’s exemplary response to two sizable open space fires in as many years, 

neither of which resulted in any structure losses or injuries.  

Quite simply, we believe these levels of service and associated outcomes are a direct result of our local 

investment in MOFD, and would not be possible without the local control and focused services that are 

specifically tailored to Sanders Ranch and the broader Moraga and Orinda communities. 

We therefore OPPOSE the exploration of a potential merger with Confire, and ask that MOFD 

resources (including the time and cost of further exploring any consolidation) continue to be spent on 

the high-quality fire safety, firefighting and emergency response services we have invested in and 

enjoyed for decades. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

/s/ BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SANDERS RANCH HOA 

 

Copies To: 

MOFD Chief Winnacker 

Moraga Town Council 

Moraga Town Manager Battenberg 
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Terry J. Murphy-Orinda 

Open Letter to MOFD Board 

5/10/2021 

You have on your agenda for May 19th of this year an item placed there by 
one of the Board members [Baitx] under “items initiated” that seems to ask if 
MOFD should merge with Confire. I am not sure what is/was intended by putting 
this on your agenda since there has been very little said by anyone from MOFD 
regarding the reasons for it but since it will be on your agenda and you can 
discuss or take action on it as you see fit I will answer the question and hope you 
will take notice. 

When the voters of both Orinda and Moraga cast their vote and created 
the fire district there were many reasons for doing it and I am sure there will be 
many voices telling why so I will only mention those important to me; response 
times [medical as well as fire], adequate training, up-to-date equipment and 
facilities and most important local control. We wanted a say in where or money 
was being spent and for what. These were some of the same reasons why we 
created the City of Orinda and they are still valid today. After voting to form 
MOFD the voters of both cities voted twice [Fire Flow tax and Fuels mitigation] to 
provide funds needed to have the fire district we wanted. Now it seems someone 
wants to go back to the “bad old days” and I am not sure why but I am sure that I 
don’t want it or need it. We have seen how it was and remember why we made 
the changes. My answer is No! This is not in the best interests of our communities 
and will be a giant step backward. 

When you ran for and won your seats on the Board the promise was to do 
what is in the best interest of the two communities and merging is not in our best 
interest and, to date, no one has made the case that we must do it for any reason 
so I have to ask each of you; If you have come to a point in your life where you 
cannot put our interests our safety first, be it because you are unable or unwilling 
to do so, the please resign your position and let the remaining Board members 
appoint someone else you will. Your resignation will save us [the voters] the time, 
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effort and expense of a recall and “special election”. Money better spent on 
wages, benefits and/or equipment. Please include this letter in the public record 
for the meeting. 

Yours, 

Terry J. Murphy 
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From: Mark Davidson
To: Info
Subject: MOFD
Date: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 2:39:21 PM

I’ve lived in Moraga since 1969! My family and I are in opposition to any movement towards change in MOFD
unionization! Terrible idea! The existing MOFD is one of the Best in the World why change what’s worked
extremely well since the early 1970’s when we broke away from County Politics and spending!

Mark Colby Davidson                             Linda Z Davidson

Moraga, CA 94556

Sent from my iPad
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From: Winnacker, David
To: Holbrook, Marcia
Cc: Clark Vilas
Subject: RE: Fire dept. merger
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 8:52:35 AM

Mr and Ms Vilas,
Thank you for contacting the fire district and your input has been received.

Marcia,
Please include the correspondence below in the board packet.

Thank you,

Dave Winnacker
Fire Chief
Moraga-Orinda Fire District

-----Original Message-----
From: Clark Vilas 
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 8:39 AM
To: Winnacker, David 
Subject: Fire dept. merger

We have lived in Moraga since 1967 and strongly oppose the merger with the larger Consolidated Fire.  Keep
control/response local, please.  It works.

Linda and Clark Vilas

Sanders Ranch area
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Peter Dinkelspiel
Info
Proposal to Merge MOFD with Con Fire 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 9:31:14 AM

The undersigned was a member of the Orinda Fire Commission in 1997 when the decision to withdraw from Con
Fire was made.There were several factors considered at that time.

1) Con Fire was utilizing taxes from Orinda and Moraga to fund other areas of the Con  Fire District—particularly
east county. Among other things, this resulted in a deterioration of the facilities in Moraga and Orinda. An example
of this was the disgraceful and dangerous condition of Station House 43.

2) The unacceptable performance of the then contracted ambulance service.

3) The lack of sensitivity by the Board of Supervisors to the unique requirements of the micro area—Moraga and
Orinda

4) The lack of training/qualifications of the local assigned staff as EMTs or Paramedics.

Please do not vote to rejoin Con Fire—The  decision some 25 years ago was an excellent one and there is absolutely
no reason to return to Con Fire at this time.

Thank you

Peter Dinkelspiel
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Amanda Sherwood
Info
Public Comment - Dissolving MOFD 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 10:50:47 AM

To whom it may concern:

As an Orinda resident, I am opposed to the proposal to dissolve MOFD district in favor of the
County fire district.  Moraga and Orinda have unique needs when it comes to managing fire
danger, and need a fire district dedicated to meeting those needs. I live in the El Toyonal
neighborhood, and the work MOFD has done to improve our neighborhood's chances of
avoiding a major fire is invaluable.  This work likely would have been delayed or deferred if
the County fire district was in charge.

On a more personal note, MOFD saved my life.  After returning home from the hospital after
giving birth to my son, I began hemorrhaging. Not understanding what was happening at first,
I allowed time to pass before calling 911. Once I did, MOFD was at my house within 5
minutes. Without the fire department's quick response, I could have gone into shock and
suffered brain damage. Having EMTs dedicated solely to Orinda and Moraga allows them to
maintain improved response times which can quite literally be a matter of life and death. 

Please, reject this proposal, and keep MOFD under local control.

Sincerely,
Amanda Sherwood
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CHARLES PORGES
Info
May 19 Public comment. TO BE READ ALOUD PLEASE. 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 11:20:52 AM

To three MOFD Board members,

Shame on you for suggesting that MOFD be merged with ConFire.
Shame on you for not doing adequate fire prevention and fuel reduction for decades, leaving so much vegetation
around us that we are now a high risk fire area.
Shame on you for not funding two year round chipper crews.
Shame on you for refusing to even spend $17,000 for a chipper service over last summer despite public demand.
You have a $28 million budget. You can and must allocate more to fire prevention.
It should not be the city of Orinda that pays for chipper service. That was your job all along.
I do not accept your excuse that you may have been looking at cost savings. Yes ConFire may have been able to
reduce cost by cutting services but we resident’s would still be paying the same taxes to ConFire. Our ambulance
response time would increase, personnel reduced, and stations closed. All to the detriment of our cities.
The residents now know that you have failed to “protect and to serve”.  It has also now become apparent that your
loyalties are to the union and not the community.
I will do everything I can to remind our community of your actions until the next elections.
Shame on you.
Charles Porges
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